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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
Lanes Joint Resolution Number 52 
House Joint Resolution Number 55 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Senator GueraLp P. NYB, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House April 25, 1929, 


by RePRESENTATIVE FrepErnick W. MAGRaADY, 
Pennsylvania. 


Elisabeth Selden Rogers, N.Y. 


Equal Rights 
Margaret Whittemore: Equal Rights Campaigner 


GS te tate once remarked that wherever a Woman’s Party member goes, 


she takes the Party with her. Margaret Whittemore, returning to the 

United States after two years abroad, not only took the Party with her, 
but left a permanent and living record of it in the countries through which 
she passed. 


In Austria an Austrian Woman’s Party, one of the largest and most active 
Feminist groups in any European country, came into existence through her 
influence and efforts. In Greece, in Hungary, in England, in Switzerland, and 
in Germany, Margaret Whittemore spoke on Feminist principles, on the work 
of the Woman’s Party and on the international significance of equality, before 
groups of women who evinced the keenest interest in the message she brought 
from the Western world. 


Her splendid whole-hearted efforts on behalf of an equal world convention 
on nationality were a feature of the woman’s lobby at The Hague Conference 
on the Codification of International Law last year; and her work has been a 
determining factor in the success of the campaign for the creation by the 
League of Nations of a Woman’s Consultative Committee on Nationality. As 
a representative of the Equal Rights International on that body, she took 
part in the preliminary meeting of the drafting committee of the Consultative 
Committee in London, and played an important part in the sessions of the 
full committee when they were held in the League of Nations Building in 
Geneva. She represented the Inter-American Commission of Women in the 
recent campaign before the September Assembly of the League—the most con- 
spicuous Feminist effort of this year. 


She is vice-president and was one of the founders of the Equal Rights 
International, which came into being last year as an organized effort to have 
the nations of the world pledge themselves mutually to the equality of men 
and women before the law. She is also a member of the Nationality Commit- 
tee of the Inter-American Commission of Women, and of the Committee on 
International Action of the Woman’s Party. 


| eee this rarely paralleled international activity she has had the best pos- 
sible preparation and background: long training and conspicuous success 
in Woman’s Party campaigns. Margaret Whittemore and her mother together 
were largely instrumental in organizing the Michigan Branch of the Woman’s 
Party. Miss Whittemore was one of the first to broadcast throughout the 
country the rallying cry of a constitutional amendment for suffrage. She 
spoke in great cities, in small towns, on street corners, in churches, schools, 
and clubs. She interested influential women who had never before realized 
that they were Feminists. She inspired school girls with the demand for the 
vote, and she brought housewives, factory workers, and professional women 
under the same banner. She was one of the most successful agents in the 
mental transformation of the nation which was so remarkable a feature of 
that determining period of our epoch. 


With suffrage won Margaret Whittemore at once turned her efforts to the 
attainment of Equal Rights. Her interest in world equality and her valiant 


efforts to bring it about are a logical development of her work for Equal 
Rights at home. 


Upon Miss Whittemore’s return from Europe after the Geneva campaign 
Alice Paul went to New York to meet her and to confer about the details 
of the campaign with the Assembly of the League. On her way to her 
home in California Miss Whittemore stopped in Detroit, where the Detroit 
Branch of the Woman’s Party gave a dinner and a tea in her honor, in order 
to hear from her own lips the thrilling story of the progress toward an equal 
world code; and she also spoke on her adventures in search of equal nation- 
ality before University of Michigan students in Ann Arbor. Miss Whittemore. 
will remain in California for a time—but it is a safe prediction that the cause 
of equality will soon again call her to the international front. 


In her article which appears upon the next page of this issue, Miss Whitte- 
more depicts the campaign for equal nationality rights, conducted this autumn 
at Geneva, not only as an eye-witness but as a direct participant. The details 
are to her, and they should be to us, not dead facts but immortal events in 
the making of feminist history. Women, and pre-eminently Margaret Whitte- 
more, at Geneva this autumn, turned the course of the future of the world 
through the strength of their own conviction. A great battle was fought there 
and was won to all time, by women. 


| 
| 
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Details Regarding Nationality at the League Assembly 


Committee of the League of Na- 

tions had before it several reso- 
lutions on the subject of nationality: 
One introduced by the Chilean delegation, 
one by the British, one by the Italian, and 
one by the Polish. . The entire subject was 
debated in the full committee and then 
referred to a drafting committee which 
prepared the resolution finally adopted by 
the full committee and later by the As- 
sembly in plenary session. 

The debate in the First Committee of 
the Assembly on September 21, on the 
resolution as reported and summarized 
in the League of Nations Journal of the 
Twelfth Session of the Assembly, was as 
follows: 

“Dame Edith Lyttelton, of British Em- 
pire, after giving an historical review of 
the question of nationality of women since 
the 1930 Conference on Codification, sub- 
mitted on behalf of the British delegation, 
the following resolution: 


“The Assembly: 


“Having examined with the great- 
est interest the report of the Secre- 
tary-General on the question of the 
Nationality of Women presented in 
accordance with the resolution of the 
Council of January 24, 1931, and the 
report and proposals of the Commit- 
tee of Representatives of Women’s 
International Organizations which is 
annexed thereto: 

“Notes the desire of the said com- 
mittee that steps should be taken to 
bring about the reconsideration of 
The Hague Nationality Convention, 
bearing in mind the principle of 
equality between men and women: 

“Thanks the Committee of Repre- 
sentatives of Women’s International 
Organizations for its report; and 

“Requests the Council, in harmony 
with the Recommendation No. VI of 
the Conference for the Codification of 
International Law held at The 
Hague, March-April, 1930, to trans- 
mit to all governments the report of 
the Secretary-General on the ques- 
tion of the Nationality of Women, to- 
gether with the minutes of the First 
Committee of the Assembly on this 
subject, and to request governments 
to submit their observations on this 
subject for reconsideration of the 
matter by the Thirteenth Assembly.” 


“The adoption of this resolution would 
not entail any obligation on the com- 
mittee; the object was merely to continue 
enquiries which were of interest to mil- 
lions of women. 

“Mile. Vergara, of Chile, presented the 
following resolution on behalf of the 
Chilean delegation : 


“Considering that the political con- 
stitution of Chile makes no distinc- 
tion between men and women, in so 
far as it concerns their rights of na- 
tionality, and that the Government 
of Chile has always accepted the as- 
pirations of women; disappointed by 
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the conclusions of the Conference on 
the Codification of International Law 
which met at The Hague, March- 
April, 1930; the Chilean delegation in 
conformity with these aspirations 
has the honor to submit to the As- 
sembly the following recommenda- 
tions: 

The Assembly: 

“Having taken note of the report 
of the Secretary-General on the ques- 
tion of the nationality of women pre- 
sented in accordance with the resolu- 
tion of the Council of January 24, 
1931, also of the report of the Consul- 
tative Committee of Women thereto 
annexed ; 

“Taking into consideration the 
recommendations made to the Assem- 
bly by this committee regarding the 
measures necessary so that the ques- 
tion of the nationality of women shall 
be studied on the principle of the 
equality of the sexes; 

“Requests the Council to transmit 
to the governments the report of the 
Secretary-General on the question of 
the nationality of women with the 
minutes of the First Commission of 
the Assembly and asks the govern- 
ments to present their observations 
on the subject to be submitted to the 
Thirteenth Assembly with a view to 
reconsidering the convention of The 
Hague on the nationality of women 
in accordance with the recommenda- 
tion No. 6 of the Conference of the 
Codification of International Law, 
which was held at The Hague in 
March-April, 1930; 

“Thanks the Consultative Commit- 
tee of women and asks it to continue 
to fulfill its functions.” 


Marta Vergara said that the British 
draft resolution resembled that of the 
Chilean delegation, and to simplify the 
committee’s work, she would withdraw 
the latter, subject to a drafting altera- 
tion in the British proposal in harmony 
with the Chilean resolution which pro- 
vided for the continuation of the Women’s 
Consultative Committee. The speaker 
drew attention to a resolution of the 
Institute of International Law deciding 
to set up a committee which was to work 
along with the Women’s Advisory Com- 
mittee. 

Mme. von Zahn-Harnack, of Germany, 
supported the British proposal as she 
thought reconsideration would be ex- 
tremely useful and would also be in har- 
mony with the recommendation adopted 
at The Hague. | 

M. Rundstein, of Poland, opposed the 
Women’s Consultative Committee with 
great feeling, and made a fervent appeal 
for the support of The Hague Convention. 
He was disappointed at the unjustifiable 
prejudiced attitude of certain feminist 
organizations towards The Hague Con- 
vention. 

He suggested adding to the preamble to 


the British draft resolution the follow- 
ing passage: 

“The Assembly : 

“Believing that the provisions of 
The Hague Convention in view of the 
divergent legal system in force, will 
help to settle conflicts of law regard- 
ing the position of women and noting 
that these provisions do not in any 
way affect the further progress of 
codification. .... 


Sir Annepu Patro, of India, supported 
the British draft resolution, and made a 
long and earnest speech in support of 
equality, not only in nationality, but in 
everything. He said he was amazed at 
the retrogressive attitude of some of the 
European countries. He trusted that the 
committee would grant women the equal 
ity to which they were entitled. 

Count Apponyi, of Hungary, supported 
the British proposal, which was non-com- 
mittal on the merits of what was a very 
complicated question. He trusted, that, 
while progressing with the times, it would 
be possible to preserve the principle of 
the maintenance of family union. 

M. Politis, of Greece, endorsed the prin- 
ciple behind the British proposal. Prac- 
tical results, however, could only be 
achieved after an extensive study of the 
problem. It was undoubtedly one of the 
thorniest questions submitted to the 
League and the interesting speeches of 
the Netherland and Italian representa- 
tives illustrated the extreme complexity 
of the subject. 

The wording of the British proposal 
should certainly be altered and the words 
in paragraph 2: “That steps should be 
taken to bring about the reconsideration 
of The Hague Nationality Convention” 
deleted. Reconsideration was quite out 
of the question. It would even be un- 
becoming on the part of the Assembly to 
ask States virtually to cancel last year’s 
Hague Convention. They were all aware 
how disappointing the first Codification 
Conference had been and that the only 
ray of light left for the future was the 
Nationality Convention itself. The Codi- 
fication Conference had done its best to 
make allowance for existing facts and 
future possibilities. It was impossible now 
to undo what had been done last year and 
to try and improve it was clearly impos- 
sible. The problem merited serious ex- 
amination and the help of the women’s 
organizations and the fresh light they 
afforded should not be refused. 

The speaker asked for another amend- 
ment to be made in the British draft to 
the effect that the Committee of Women’s 
Organizations, as well as the governments 
be asked for its observations. 

M. Politis concluded by asking for the 
British proposal to be referred to a draft- 
ing committee and also moved the closure. 

The chairman said there was a motion 
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by M. Politis to close the debate. Unless 
this were done the committee would prob- 
ably have to sit all night as there were 
still many members who wished to speak. 

Srta. Campoamor, Spain, wanted to 
reply to certain statements made in op- 
position to the resolution, and objected 
to the motion for closure, as she wished to 
speak in support of the resolution. 

M. Gianni, Italy, supported the motion 
for closure and also proposed the nomi- 
nation of a drafting committee. 

The closure was carried by 12 votes 
to 5. 


T the committee’s request, the chair- 
man appointed M. Giannini, M. Cas- 


sin and Mr. Beckett as members of the 


Drafting Committee.” 

The subject was taken up again in the 
First Committee on September 22. The 
debate on that day as reported in the 
League of Nations Official Journal was 
as follows: 


“M. Pella, of Roumania, supported 
the draft resolution submitted by the 
delegation of the British Empire and 
said that his country viewed with 
sympathy any reform which might 
improve the position of the married 
woman from the point of view of her 
nationality. 

“Mr. Beckett, of British Empire, 
submitted the draft resolution as 
slightly amended by the Drafting 
Committee. He added that it would 
be well to emphasize that the present 
resolution did not in any way com- 
mit the Assembly regarding the sub- 
stance of the question and that, in 
particular, no opinion was expressed 
in the draft regarding The Hague 
Convention on Nationality of 1930. 
In presenting the resolution to the 
First Committee, Mr. Beckett said 
in part: 

At was provided that any further 
observations which the Women’s Con- 
sultative Committee might think fit 
to present should be communicated 
to the Thirteenth Assembly. This 
implies a desire that the Women’s 
Consultative Committee should keep 
itself in being in order that it might 
present its observations in compliance 
with this request, and therefore gave 
effect to the Chilean amendment to 
the British resolution. The Consul- 
tative Committee would make its own 
arrangements and consequently no 
expenses to the League would be in- 
volved. 

„The Hague Nationality Conven- 
tion was expressly mentioned as a 
matter on which governments were 
asked to express their views before 
the next Assembly, when giving their 
views on the subject of the nation- 
ality of women in general.’ 

“Mr. Hearne of Irish Free State, re- 
called that the delegation of his coun- 
try had originally raised the question 
for the first time last year within 
the League of Nations. He supported 
the text proposed by the Drafting 
Committee. 

“Dr. Ethel Osborne, of Australia, 
was glad to see that the draft reso- 
lution embodied a precise recom- 
mendation that the work of the Wom- 


en's Committee should be continued. 
Her government was in favor of the 
principle of the equality of the sexes 
in respect of nationality, provided 
that principle was adopted by all 
countries, particularly by Great Bri- 
tain and the Dominions. 

“Sra. Vergara thought that, if the 
letter of the Catholic women were 
sent to the governments, it was nec- 
essary to send also the protests of the 
‘Alliance Saint-Joan’ and of the 
League of Catholic Women of Great 
Britain, which were not in agreement 
with the International Union. The 
Women’s Advisory Committee, she 
said, whose action was not directed 
against the unity of the family, would 
have no difficulty in convincing the 
International Union of Leagues of 
Catholic Women that there was no 
reason for it to think that its con- 
victions and principles were attacked 
on the question under discussion. 


ME. SCHONFELD-POLANO, of the 

Netherlands, opposed the British 
resolution emphatically. She supported 
The Hague Convention and made a plea 
for the unity of the family. 

M. Hoffinger, of Austria, unreservedly 
supported the British draft resolution. 
The women’s organizations were justified 
in asking the question to be reconsidered. 
In reply to the Netherlands delegate, he 
said that he perfectly realized the great 
difficulties involved, but that was no rea- 
son for leaving the question untouched. 

Mile. Forchammer, of Denmark, sup- 
ported the draft resolution and hoped 
that the desired result would be achieved 
next year. 

Mr. Guthrie, of Canada, said his coun- 
try was greatly interested in the problem 
in view of the numerous marriages be- 
tween Canadian and United States na- 
tionals. Canada supported the British 
proposal, and he said that his country 
was for Equal Rights. 

M. Winter, of Czechoslovakia, explained 
the various practical difficulties which 
arose, particularly in Central European 
countries. 

He believed that action should be taken 
to meet the wishes of the women’s organi- 
zations and thus convince them of the 
committee’s good will. 

M. Giannini, of Italy, in opposition to 
the British resolution, said he thought the 
discussion had become a little confused. He 
proposed to speak impartially and frankly. 
Women were, obviously, very dangerous 
as voters, but as he had no parliamentary 
ambitions he could afford to speak his 
mind. The Special Committee of Wom- 
en’s Organizations had drawn up an ex- 
cellent report, but it was the work of 
lawyers rather than of jurists or poli- 
ticians. All the theories advanced in it 
were slightly distorted. That was a mis- 
take and certain corrections would have 
to be made. It was quite wrong, for in- 
stance, to say that there was no conven- 
tion but merely a draft convention in 
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existence. The Hague Convention of 
1930 had been signed by plenipotentiaries 
and was at this moment open for ratifi- 
cation by States. On that point, the 
Women’s organizations were completely 
mistaken, as the Netherlands delegate had 
already pointed out in her remarkable 
speech. Furthermore, he said, the group- 
ing in the report of the various laws on 
nationality was rather tendencious. No 
interference should be tolerated with what 
man held most dear—the family. When it 
was said that the wife retained her na- 
tionality like the husband, it followed 
that the children belonged to the State 
alone, which was pure bolshevism. 


HE Italian Government was emphati- 

cally in favor of family unity; over and 
above husband and wife there was some 
thing still more important, the family— 
the unit to which Italians had always 
attached the greatest importance. 

It should also be borne in mind that the 
“Union feminine des femmes catholiques” 
disagreed with the conclusions of the com- 
mittee’s report, 

He would not deal for the moment with 
the question whether the Committee of 
Women’s Organizations should remain in 
existence or be liquidated. Its reports and 
those of the Catholic Women’s Union 
should be sent to the governments which 
could then decide whether they wanted to 
ratify The Hague Convention of 1930 or 
reopen forthwith the discussion of the 
problem. 

Following the meetings of the com- 
mittee, the Twelfth Assembly of the 
League of Nations at its plenary meeting 
in Geneva on September 25, adopted a 
resolution on the question of the nation- 
ality of women, reading as follows: 


“The Assembly : 


“Having examined with the great- 
est interest the report of the Secre 
tary-General on the question of the 
nationality of women, presented in 
accordance with the resolution of the 
Council of January 24, 1931, and the 
report and proposals of the Commit- 
tee of Representatives of Women’s 
International Organizations, which 
are annexed thereto: 

“Notes the desire of the said com- 
mittee that steps should be taken to 
bring about the reconsideration of 
The Hague Nationality Convention, 
bearing in mind the principle of 
equality between men and women; 

“Thanks the Committee of Repre- 
sentatives of Women’s International 
Organizations for its report; and 

“Requests the Council, in harmony 
with the Recommendation No. 6 of 
the Conference for the Codification of 
International Law held at The Hague, 
March-April, 1930, to transmit to all 
governments the report of the Secre- 
tary-General on the question of the 
nationality of women, including the 
report of the Committee of Repre- 
sentatives of Women’s International 
Organizations, and the letter of the 
International Union of Leagues of 


{ 
* 


November 21, 1931 


Catholic Women of August 19, 1931, 
together with the minutes of the First 
Committee of the Assembly on this 
subject, and to request governments 
to submit their observations on this 
subject (including their views re- 
garding The Hague Nationality Con- 
vention) for reconsideration of the 
matter by the Thirteenth Assembly, 
to which any observations which the 
above-mentioned committee thinks 
fit to present will be communicated.” 


R. BECKETT of Great Britain, re- 
porter of the First Committee of the 
Assembly to which the question had been 
referred, presented the above resolution 
on behalf of the First Committee and it 
was adopted by the Assembly in the form 
in which it had been prepared by the Draft- 
ing Committee of the First Committee. 
Following Mr. Beckett’s report to the 
Assembly, Dame Edith Lyttelton, dele- 
gate to the Assembly from Great Britain, 
supported the above resolution, saying 
that women saw no reason why they 
should not be the equals of men in the 
matter of nationality. She said an ob- 
jection made to granting women the right 
for which they asked was that it would 
destroy the unity of the family. Unity, 
however, she continued, imposed by a 
legal document and accepted under con- 
straint was of no value. The arguments 
in favor of the existing situation was a 
remnant of a period when women were 
regarded as the property of men. Such 
obsolete inequalities in custom and law 
had already been left behind in the evolu- 
tion of the modern State. 

Sefiora Marta Vergara, of Chile, a 
member of the Nationality Committee of 
the Inter-American Commission of Wom- 
en and of the Consultative Committee, and 


technical advisor to the delegation from 
Chile, then addressed the Assembly say- 
ing that her delegation was anxious that 
the Committee of Representatives of 
Women's International Organizations 
should continue its work. The committee 
would not in any case involve the League 
of Nations in any expenditure. 


The delegation of Chile was glad that 
at last the question of such great import- 
ance to women had been taken up by the 
League of Nations. The burdens and ob- 
ligations were equally divided between the 
sexes, their rights should also be placed 
upon the same level. The constitution 
of Chile had always recognized a perfect 
equality of rights in respect to nationality 
for the two sexes. It is only in facing the 
situation fairly that it can be settled and 
it will be settled when the position of 
women is taken into consideration —and 
now that the question is again before the 
governments, “I wish to point out that 
the only true solution to this question is 
in giving the position of women a fair 
and just consideration,” she said. “To 
disguise this aspect is to postpone the 
settlement and to render the struggle 
more intense. Only when women see that 
men are taking their demands for equal- 
ity earnestly and settling them on terms 
of justice will their tranquility be again 
established. 

“This is a vital problem—and must be 
faced squarely — and above all not be 
treated in a sentimental fashion. Do not 
forget that today the obligations in our 
complicated world are shared equally— 
and that therefor—in all justice we should 
also share in equality. In my country of 
Chile—and in Uruguay—and Argentine 
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we smile at the sinister picture painted 
of the choas which would result if men 
and women had equality in nationality. 
The unity of our families is unimpaired 
and the results of our legislation has 
brought only satisfaction.” 


Sefiorita Campoamor, delegate from 
Spain followed with a speech in which 
she said that Equal Rights in regard to 
nationality of the two sexes was a logical 
consequence of democratic principles. She 
desired that the observations made in 
the First Committee on the attitude to 
the question of the feminine Catholic or- 
ganizations from the point of view of the 
unity of the family should also be brought 
to the notice of governments Many 
Catholic organizations do not consider 
that legislation favorable to the rights 
of women is in any way prejudicial to this 
aspect of the problem. 


Dr. Ethel Osborne, delegate from Aus- 
tralia, said it had been obvious from the 
discussions in the committee that there 
was a great diversity of opinion and in- 
formation on the question of nationality 
of women. The problem of the unity 
of the family had been discussed. In re- 
gard to both this point and that of the 
nationality of women, fresh investigation 


appeared to be necessary. The Committee 


of Representatives of Women’s Interna- 
tional Organizations would have an op- 
portunity of referring the matter back 
to their national committee and carrying 
on an educational campaign with a view 
to achieving the desired end. The Gov- 
ernment of Australia favored the prin- 
ciple of equality of the sexes in questions 
of nationality providing it found general 
acceptance in other countries. 


Plans Completed for the Biennial Convention 


HE National Woman’s Party’s pro- 

gram for the next two years and the 

election of national officers are the 
principal features of the biennial conven- 
tion of the Party which will be held at 
the Hotel Mayflower in Washington on 
December 5, 6 and 7. 


Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, national chair- 
man, will make the opening address on 
Saturday morning, December 5. 
chairmen of the Party and chairmen of 
professional councils and standing com- 
mittees will give an account of what prog- 
ress has been made toward the goal of 
Equal Rights throughout the United 
States during the past two years. Maud 
Younger of California, Congressional 
chairman, will explain what has been done 
in Congress and show how the demand 
for the passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment has been intensified during 
the period of industrial depression and 
consequent attempts to legislate or regu- 
late women out of paid jobs. Muna Lee 


State 


of Porto Rico, Director of National Ac- 
tivities, will give an account of activities 
radiating from national headquarters of 
the Woman’s Party on Capitol Hill in 
Washington; and Josephine Casey, field 
worker for the Woman’s Party, with long 
experience in factory work, will report on 
the wage-earning woman’s demand for 
equal industrial rights. 


The District of Columbia Branch of the 
Woman’s Party, with Mrs. Paul Myron 
Linebarger and the other District officers 
as hostesses, will give a reception for the 
delegates at Alva Belmont House on Sat- 
urday evening, December 5. Sunday eve- 
ning, December 6, Dr. James Brown Scott, 
president of the American Institute of In- 
ternational Law, will speak on “What 
International Jurists Have Done for Equal 
Rights During 1931” at a dinner in the 
Chinese Room at the Mayflower. Other 
speakers at the dinner include Represen- 
tative John L. Cable of Ohio on “Our New 
Nationality Law”; Gail Laughlin, na- 


tional vice-chairman of the Woman’s 
Party and former member of the Maine 
Legislature, on “Why We Must Appeal 
the Welosky Case to the United States 
Supreme Court.” Juanita Molina de 
Fromen, representative of Nicaragua on 
the Inter-American Commission of Wom- 
en, will relate the work of the commission 
during the past two years and discuss 
“What Women of the Two Americas De- 
mand of the Seventh Pan-American Con- 
ference at Montevideo Next Year.” 

A feature of the convention will be the 
report of the Committee on International 
Action of the Woman’s Party, of which 
Alice Paul is chairman, on the progress 
made during the past year on an equal 
world code of nationality and on the 
spread of the demand for Equal Rights 
from country to country; with a sum- 
mary of the gains achieved. 

Election of national officers will be held 
Monday morning, December 7. A hearing 
on the Equal Rights Amendment is also 
being arranged. 


< * 
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Tributes to Pioneers 


pioneer Feminists in ceremonies held 

before the statue of Susan B. An- 
thony, Lucretia Mott, and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton in the crypt of the Capitol. 
Adelaide Johnson, sculptor of the statue, 
which the National Woman's Party pre- 
sented to the United States, took part in 
both ceremonies. 

The first took place on November 9, 
when a group of Cuban Feminists, headed 
by Alicia Bruell de Reisler of the Alianza 
Nacional Feminista, laid a wreath before 
the monument to the great suffrage lead- 
ers. Members of the Woman's Party 
were also present. 

The second tribute was paid to Eliza- 
beth Cady Stanton on the anniversary of 
her birth, November 12, by the National 
Woman’s Party. 

At the November 9 ceremony Mrs. Reis- 
ler, for the Cuban Feminists, said: 

“On behalf of the Alianza Nacional 
Feminista of Cuba I lay this wreath as a 
tribute from Cuban women to the three 
great suffrage leaders of the United 
States. We feel in Cuba that we owe a 
great debt to these three women of North 
America who have fought a battle which 
has helped women the world over. In 
Cuba we are still working to gain the 
vote, but our fight is made easier for us 
by the fact that women are voting in the 
United States, which is so close to our 
borders. Cuban women know about the 
splendid campaign carried on for so many 
years by Susan B. Anthony, Lucretia 
Mott, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. They 
know about the valiant struggle made by 
American women ever since 1848, when 
the first Equal Rights Convention was 
held in Seneca Falls. This was not only 


Te recent tributes were paid to 


A Workingwoman in Rhode 


HE boss was giving directions to a 
girl at one of the machines. He 


looked up, and seeing me at the door 
waved his hand and called, We don't 
need anyone today!“ In another mill the 
overseer told me the strain of turning 
away people who need work gets so un- 
pleasant that when possible those in 
charge dodge the applicant. 

How does one suppose that the thou- 
sands watching this condition like the 
suggestion that they accept a false law 
which in the name of protection would 
throw them out on their ears? It is not 
only the night workers who resent im- 
pertient legislation, but those employed 
in the day feel also that if the large num- 
ber now employed at night lost their jobs, 
the competition for day work will be even 
worse than it now is. 

Another thing. It may happen that the 
National Woman’s Party will find itself 


the first Equal Rights Convention to be 
held in the United States, but it was also 
the first anywhere in the Western 
hemisphere. 

„We here bring our tribute to these 
pioneers who founded the Equal Rights 
movement which has spread from the 
United States to Cuba and which will 
eventually result in complete equality for 
men and women in Cuba as well as in the 
United States.“ 

Conchita Rivas de Mac Millan and 
Alicia Toscano de Wilmott also expressed 
the deep interest of Cuban women in 
Feminist progress in the United States 
and the solidarity of women the world over 
which causes a gain for equality in one 
country to be reflected quickly in others. 

Preceding the ceremony at the Capitol, 
Sra. de Reisler, Sra. de MacMillan, and 
Sra. de Wilmott, accompanied by Ada 
MacMillan Cadenas, called upon Orestes 
Farrara, Ambassador to Cuba, thanking 
him in the name of the Alianza Nacional 
Feminista of Cuba for his work on behalf 
of equal nationality during the September 
League of Nations Assembly in Geneva. 
The Ambassador assured the deputation 
that he was going to be faithful to his 
promise of 1930 to do all that he could to 
bring about an equal nationality code 
throughout the world. 

Sra. de Reisler had previously headed 
a deputation to Dr. James Brown Scott, 
president of the American Institute of 
International Law; Dr. Victor M. Maur- 
tua of Peru, secretary-general; and Dr. 
Manuel Cicero Peregino da Silva, repre- 
sentative of Brazil on the governing 
board, to express the appreciation of 
Latin American women for the endorse- 
ment of the Equal Rights Treaty by the 


By J osephine Casey 


unexpectedly leading a Men’s Battalion! 
I find men who say it is difficult to learn 
some part of the work that women do. 
These men night workers are not sure 
they can retain their jobs without the 
co-operation of the women and they don’t 
want to take any chances of losing their 
present positions. 


Last night I went into a mill with the 
night shift. As I rode in the street car 
I found myself wondering if the road 
would be very lonely along that stretch 
from the main highway. I found once 
more how different fact is from theory. 
The road was lighted and there were many 
of us. Light and companionship. As we 
walked, the women thought I was a textile 
worker going to work. Inside the mill I 
stood on a box and told them why I was 


American Institute of International Law 
at its meeting on October 29 to 31, and 
for their enlightened action in nominating 
Doris Stevens as the first woman member 
of the Institute. 

The deputation to these officers of the 
American Institute of International Law 
included Dr. Juan J. Soler, chairman of 
the Bolivian-Paraguayan Boundary Com- 
mission; Sra. de Soler, and the Stas. 
Anna Maria and Haidee Soler; the Chargé 
d’Affaires of Paraguay and Sra. Ynsfran, 
who is representative of Paraguay on the 
Inter-American Commission of Women; 
Maria Z. de Arias of Panama; and Sra. 
Rivas MacMillan of Cuba. 

On November 12 Adelaide Johnson 
spoke on Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s life 
and her importance in universalizing the 
demand for Equal Rights. 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, national chair- 
man of the National Woman’s Party, 
placed a wreath on the monument and 
related a vivid incident in Mrs. Stanton’s 
life. 

It seems that one day, while still a 
very small girl, she entered the library 
of her father, Judge Daniel Cady of Johns- 
town, New York, with a large pair of 
scissors to cut from his law books “the 
cruel law which made women cry.” She 
explained that she had seen many women 
cry when he told them that their injus- 
tices could not be corrected because of 
some law or other on the statute books. 

Grace Osgood is chairman of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party committee in 
charge of the monument. She was as- 
sisted at the Stanton ceremonies by Mrs. 
Isaac Jordan of West Virginia, Rose B. 
Stetson of Washington, and Ida Kebler 
of Michigan. 


Island---Ill 


there. Later, I talked with them at their 
machines. Some said they preferred day 
work, but added that there were no day 
jobs to be had. They told me that if 
there ever was a day place they would not 
need a no-night-work law to connect with 
it; and they would much rather work 
nights than be without work. They said 
that as for the abolition of night work 
making more day jobs available, “That 
is bunk.” If the firms they were with 
could not fill the orders, the orders might 
go to those States that allow night work. 
These women show contempt when any 
one tries to substitute sentiment for 
logic. They recognize it as an ancient 
trick of selfishness. They want to work. 
They need to work. They intend to work. 
‘They are citizens who prefer a job to a 
dole. Just try to cry over that! 

I like the questions they ask about the 
National Woman’s Party. I had to ex- 
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plain about the councils and how those 
who were chairmen were the best in their 
line. One woman immediately demanded 
to know: “Who is head of the Textile 
Council?” I told them about Alva Bel- 
mont House and what our fine good friend 
Caraway of Arkansas had said: “From 


Ruth Nichols 

NDAUNTED by crashes and hard 

luck, Ruth Nichols is flying again 
and her recent 14-hour non-stop flight for 
the 2,100 miles from Oakland, California, 
to Louisville, Kentucky, seems to set a 
new world’s distance record for women 
flyers. The distance record was previously 
held by Maryse Bastie of France with a 
flight of 1,900 miles. 

Miss Nichols left Oakland at 5.17 P. M., 
Pacific Time, and made a perfect landing 
at Louisville at 9.15 A. M., Central Stand- 
ard Time. She said she averaged 200 
miles an hour through most of her jour- 
ney, but wasted about two hours cruising 
near Louisville before landing, thinking 
that it was Indianapolis. Her plane car- 
ried 550 gallons of gasoline and 40 re- 
mained when she landed. During most 
of the trip she kept her plane at an alti- 
tude of from 10,000 to 15,000 feet. 


Votes for Filipinas 

66 OTES FOR THE FILIPINO 
WOMEN”—that is the cause that 

Mrs. Patrick J. Hurley, wife of the Sec- 

retary of War, is ready to champion. 

While her husband was studying the 
problem of granting or not granting inde- 
pendence to the Philippines, Mrs. Hurley 
inspected the schools of the Island and 
visited the homes of the women. 

Upon her return to Washington she 
said in an interview, “It is my opinion 
that no nation can rise above the moral 
or intellectual standards of its women. 

“The Philippine women will lead in the 
advancement of the Philippine nation. 
They should be permitted to participate 
publicly in this work by having the right 
to vote.” 

Mrs. Hurley found that it is the women 
of the islands who manage domestic 
finances and who have always led in the 
movement for educational development, 
which is now so strongly supported in the 
Philippines. 


Jobless Women With Dependents 
PROPOS of all the recent agitation 
concerning discriminatory removal of 

women, particularly married women, in 

this time of unemployment, attention is 
called to the report of the Lincoln (Neb.) 
municipal employment agency. It states 
that more than 150 of the girls and 
women, which it is trying to help to find 
jobs, are the sole or partial support of 


this house the last shot was fired in the 
Revolution, and, unless I mistake, the 
last shot for woman’s freedom will be 
fired from here.” Those words should be 
cast in bronze for all the world to see. 

I told them this was their headquarters. 
With some I talked about the forthcom- 
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families, and each one is sorely in need 
of work. 

Two-thirds of the women are seeking 
domestic employment, which includes 
work in hotels, and the remainder are 
registered for sales, stenographic or 
clerical positions. 


Youngest to Scale Mont Blanc 
AMELA WILKINSON, 11-year - old 
English girl, recently achieved the 
record of being the youngest person to 
climb to the summit of Mont Blanc. 

To accomplish the feat Pamela trained 
as a mountaineer, taking daily tests of 
climbing and walking on almost perpen- 
dicular rocks until she was pronounced 
ready to climb by professional guides. 

In the company of two guides she suc- 
ceeded in reaching the highest peak of the 
Alps, 15,781 feet above sea level, thus bet- 
tering the record of Charlet Stratton, son 
of a Chamounix guide, who scaled Mont 
Blanc at the age of 11 years and 6 months 
in 1889. Pamela was 11 years and 4 
months old. 


Jury Service in Spain 
OR the first time in the history of Spain 
four women were recently permitted 
to serve on a jury under the republic’s 
new laws, which require that a jury try- 
ing crimes of passion be composed of four 
men and four women instead of being 
exclusively male. 

The trial by Spain’s first mixed jury 
resulted in the conviction of Francisco 
Suarez for the murder of his niece and 
the pronouncement of a ten-year sentence 
against the convicted slayer. 


Chilean First Lady for Equality 

OUTH AMERICAN women have 

changed from chattels to useful citi- 
zens and demand Equal Rights with men 
in public life of the republics of that con- 
tinent, Graciela Ferhmann de Montero, 
wife of the president-elect of Chile, said 
recently. 

Sra. de Montero is engaged in helping 
bring this ideal to pass by helping to 
draft various Feminist measures which 
women’s clubs of her country plan to sub- 
mit to the Congress of Chile. 

If passed, these bills will give women 
the right to vote, to divorce and be di- 
voreed, and Sra. de Montero hints that 
the program which she is sponsoring will 
receive support from her husband, who 
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ing convention. They would love to 
come, too. They want to tell about their 
work—even show samples of the beautiful 
things they make. Perhaps they can 
come to the next convention; and in the 
meantime they are here where they are 
needed—articulate and determined. 


received strong Feminist backing in his 
campaign. 


Progress Halts in Japan 

SURVEY of women workers in 

Japan made by the Japanese Cen- 
tral Employment Exchange Office in an 
attempt to discover the effect of present 
unemployment on the employment of 
women, reveals the fact that the increase 
in women workers in that country dur- 
ing the last five years has been consider- 
ably less than generally supposed. 

In factories, the demand for women 
workers is lower now than it was five 
years ago and there is a surplus of both 
men and women factory workers to meet 
it. 

In mining, the forthcoming prohibition 
of underground work for women is caus- 
ing an immediate decline of employment 
of women workers. In teaching, women 
have increased their numbers in the pri- 
mary schools by about 10,000 during the 
five years but their salaries are lower 
than those of men teachers. At girls’ 
high schools, men teachers have been re- 
placing women. 

Office work and bank jobs now claim a 
few more women than such positions did 
five years ago but the increase is slight. 
The present proportion of women to men 
employees in banks and offices is 17.26 
per cent., as against 15.2 per cent. five 
years ago. Even this increase is at- 
tributed to the lower pay given women. 

Women workers have made their great- 
est inroads in transport and communica- 
tions work and in casual labor. The num- 
ber of women doctors has also increased 
but the total even now is relatively slight. 

The study of the Employment Exchange 
included factories, mines, shops, offices, 
and various professions, but not agricul- 
tural workers. 


Must Get Husband's Consent 
ROGRESS toward equality for single 
women but further discrimination 
against married women is contained in 
the proposed new election code of Brazil. 
Under its provisions, women earning their 
own incomes, will have the vote but mar- 
ried women can vote only if they can 
obtain their husbands’ permission, accord- 

ing to press reports. 

This discrimination has been attacked 


by several papers of the South American 
republic. 
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Where Men Rarely Rule 
ULE by men in Bhopal, India, is so 
rare as to be a novelty. 

The present Nawab of Bhopal is the 
first male ruler to hold sway in that im- 
portant Moslem State in eighty years, 
and it is anticipated that when he dies 
the female line will be re-established. 
Having three daughters and no sons, the 
Nawab has arranged for his eldest daugh- 
ter to succeed him. 

The Nawab’s mother was a famous 
ruler of her country, being known as the 
“Victoria of India.” She ruled until 1926, 
when she abdicated in favor of her son 
because she considered herself too old for 
governmental duties. She died last year. 


Early Federal Worker 
ETITIA CALHOUN, who plans to re- 
tire from the Treasury Department 
at the end of this year, has seen great 
changes in the status of women working 
for Uncle Sam during her sixty years of 
federal service. 


Her career covers almost the whole 
period since women have been admitted 
to federal service without question. She 
was just 15 years old when General 
Francis E. Spinner, Secretary of the 
Treasury from the first administration of 
Lincoln through the middle of General 
Grant’s second term, showed his advocacy 
of women in government service and ap- 
pointed her to the old Bureau of Engrav- 
ing and Printing. That was in 1871. 


The temporary appointment stretched 
into a permanent one and in 1879 she was 
transferred to the office of the treasurer 
and there she is today, an expert in the 
counting of silver money and detection of 
counterfeit coins. 

The very first woman employee of Uncle 
Sam was Clara Barton, appointed to the 
Patent Office in the late 1850’s, about 
twenty years before Miss Calhoun’s ap- 
pointment. Miss Barton was dismissed 
for advocating abolition of slavery. For 
some years there were no women in gov- 
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ernment work and then in 1862, General 
Spinner appointed Jennie Douglas to cut 
and trim paper currency, work done by 
hand and, prior to her appointment, en- 
tirely by men. Spinner is quoted as say- 
ing that the very first day’s work “settled 
the matter in Miss Douglas’s behalf and 
in woman’s favor.” 

Today nearly 100,000 of the 600,000 
federal employees throughout the country 
are women and three bureaus are headed 
by women. 


Cuban Feminist Demands 
EVISION of the present law which 
requires Cuban wives to be “blindly 
obedient to their husbands” was requested 
of the Cuban Senate recently by Hermina 
Gomez Medina, president of the Interna- 
tional Feminist Party of Philanthropy. 
Suffrage for women was also asked and 
it was suggested that Senators consult 
with leading Cuban Feminists before com- 
pleting the program of constitutional re- 
forms promised. 


News from the Field 


Sunday Tea 


ARIA MACHIN, Dean of Women of 

the University of Porto Rico, and 
Rebekah Greathouse, assistant United 
States Attorney of the District of Colum- 
bia, were the guests of honor at a tea 
given by the International Committee of 
the Woman’s Party, assisted by the Dis- 
trict officers at Alva Belmont House, on 
Sunday afternoon, November 15. 


Miss Machin spoke on what women are 
doing in Porto Rico, with especial refer- 
ence to their successful efforts to obtain 
the vote. She is in Washington for a few 
days preliminary to one year’s study of 
educational institutions in Holland, Bel- 
gium, Germany, and Spain. Mrs. Great- 
house spoke on jury service for women. 
A large number of women who have served 
on juries in the District were present to 
hear Mrs. Greathouse. Hazel Clark Tay- 
lor, former professor of English in the 
University of the Philippines, introduced 
the guests of honor. 


Hostesses for the afternoon were Maud 
H. Bradbury, Mrs. Paul Myron Line- 
barger, Valentine Vickery, and Clara L. 
Matthews. 


Mrs. Irwin Heads Authors’ League 


NEZ HAYNES IRWIN, a member of 

the National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party and an associate editor 
of Equat Riecuts, has been elected presi- 
dent of the Authors’ League and so be- 
comes the first woman to lead that organi- 
zation in its almost two decades of life. 

According to the New York Herald- 
Tribune, Mrs. Irwin describes herself as 
a “flaming Feminist.” In an interview 
with the Herald-Tribuwne following her 
election as president of the Authors’ 


League, Mrs. Irwin said of woman’s 
rights: 

“Tt is going pretty fast for women now. 
Before I was born the stream was just 
starting. Now it is an enormous, steady 
volume pouring along. It is very thrill- 
ing to have lived through this period. As 
a woman, it is the period I would have 
chosen above all others. 


“Getting the ballot has been only one 
thing —it was like a key to a house. 
Women have established themselves in the 
arts, then the professions, and now they 
are coming into the trades. It thrills me 
to read of a woman roofer or a woman 
factory owner. 


“The fight for woman’s rights has 
passed to the international field. Alice 
Paul and the others commute to Geneva 
the way I go to Washington. We can’t 
let American women lose any of the rights 
they have through pacts with other na- 
tions. We would rather have the women 
of other nations gain our rights.” 


Mrs. Irwin, winner of the O. Henry 
Memorial Award Prize in 1925 and author 
of many novels and short stories, wrote 
the history of the National Woman’s 
Party as “penance” for being in Europe 
during the picketing days of the suffrage 
campaign and thus being unable to add 
her banner to those paraded before the 
White House. 


As president of the Authors’ League, 
Mrs. Irwin has become immediately in- 
volved in another campaign, for the 
Authors’ League is making the greatest 
fight of its career in behalf of an adequate 
copyright law. 


“The United States is working under a 
copyright law,” she says, “which was 


made law in England in the time of good 


Queen Anne. Every other — what you 
might call literate—nation in the world 
has abandoned this law except the United 
States and Siam. Under it the first per- 
son who prints anything an author writes 
owns it.” 

America and Siam are the only coun- 
tries not belonging to the international 
copyright union, and so cannot copyright 
their works abroad. | 

Other women among the newly elected 
officers are Rita Weiman, an honorary > 
vice-president, along with James Forbes, 
Rupert Hughes, Sigmund Romberg, Booth 
Tarkington, and Waldemar Young; and 
Louise Sillcox, secretary-treasurer. Marc 
Connelly is active vice-president. 

International Card Parties 

HE International Committee of the 
National Woman’s Party sponsored 
card parties on Wednesday afternoon and 
Wednesday evening, November 18, pro- 
ceeds of which will go to furnishing the 
International Room at Alva Belmont 
House, national headquarters of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, at 144 B Street 
N. E., where the card parties took place. 
The international note was featured 
throughout. Refreshments were served 
by girls in foreign costumes; and the 
prizes had an exotic cast. Some tables 
were reserved with the specification that 
French, German, Spanish or Italian was 
to be spoken by the players at that table 
throughout the evening. Maud H. Brad- 

bury was chairman of arrangements. 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 
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